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Liebeslied 
 
 
 
Scoring 
 
Soprano 
Bb Clarinet 
Piano 
 
 
 
 
This is a C score – all parts sound as notated 
 
 
 
 
Explanation 
 
Rhythms should be played as precisely as possible, 
however, there may be places in the score (e.g. m.m. 57-
125) where the notated rhythm looks particularly 
challenging.  The idea is primarily gestural; the most 
important thing should be landing on the next articulated 
beat. 
 
 
Accidentals apply only to those notes they immediately 
precede, except for tied or repeated notes. 



Liebeslied 
 
 

Rainer Maria Rilke 
 
 
 
 
 
Wie soll ich meine Seele halten, daß  
sie nicht an deine rührt? Wie soll ich sie  
hinheben über dich zu andern Dingen?  
Ach gerne möcht ich sie bei irgendwas  
Verlorenem im Dunkel unterbringen  
an einer fremden stillen Stelle, die  
nicht weiterschwingt, wenn deine Tiefen schwingen.  
Doch alles, was uns anrührt, dich und mich,  
nimmt uns zusammen wie ein Bogenstrich,  
der aus zwei Saiten eine Stimme zieht.  
Auf welches Instrument sind wir gespannt?  
Und welcher Geiger hat uns in der Hand?  
O süßes Lied. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How can I keep my soul in me, so that it doesn't touch your soul?  
How can I raise it high enough, past you, to other things?  
I would like to shelter it, among remote lost objects,  
in some dark and silent place that doesn't resonate  
when your depths resound.  
Yet everything that touches us, me and you,  
takes us together like a violin's bow,  
which draws one voice out of two separate strings.  
Upon what instrument are we two spanned?  
And what musician holds us in his hand?  
Oh sweetest song.  
 
 
 
Translated by Stephen Mitchell 
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